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1. How has Hank and Sarah’s marriage changed since finding the money? What was it like before? 

Hank and Sarah marriage was simple and contented before finding the money. It is after finding the money, that they are involved in the evil acts of killing. The friends that Hank had all were lost for the greed of the money.  In that essence, their marriage turned to be the source of all deaths that took place in the book. Finally they were together for hank burned the money while his wife, Sarah, wanted the money.  In that essence, after finding the money the marriage changed from being contented to being greed. 
2.  In spite of the murder, Hank still thinks of himself as a good man. Do you agree with his self appraisal?

Hank is not only a murderer but also self-centered person.  He killed this entire people for his benefit hence selfishness.  In addition, he is not trustworthy because the kidnapper trusted him but finally killed him.  Hank is also not a good friend because he killed his   friend Lou just because his friend wanted to say the truth.  He is also a dishonest person because he covered up the story about the farmer’s death.  In that essence I disagree with the Hank’s self appraisal.  

Is everyone capable of murder?

Not everyone is capable to murder.

3. Betrayal is another theme of the book. Give two examples of how one character betrays another.


Hank betrays the two friends, Jacob and Lou by returning some of the money without their consent after consulting his wife.  


When Lou wants to reveal the death of the farmer, he is trying to betray his friend Hank yet it was a deal to save Lou like a friend. 
4. Regret is also a theme of the book. What does Hank regret? 


After the FBI reveals to Hank that they had recorded everything that took place in the lost airplane, Hank regretted having killed all his friends for money that would never be of help to him. 

5.  How has Sarah influenced events so they go from bad to worse?

Sarah has been the origin of most of the bad events that unfolds in the book.  When her husband reveals the secret of the money to her, she advises him to return some of the money and this shocks Lou resulting to the death of the farmer.  Secondly, when Lou wants to tell the sheriff the truth, Sarah tells her husband to say that Lou was the cause of the farmer’s death. This leads to the death of Lou and his wife.  When the sheriff goes to look for the lost airplane, Sarah tells her husband that the kidnapper was pretending to be a FBI hence that resulted to the death of the kidnapper. 

6. Describe the sequence of events when lou discovers the false confession was recorded? How did this lead to four murders

There are various events that followed when Lou discovered that Hank had recorded the false confession concerning the death of the farmer.  Lou threatened to kill hank and this led to his death by Jacob and his wife was killed by Hank.  After the sheriff accepts the cover story by both Jacob and Hank he requests Hank to help them find the lost airplane.  After finding the airplane, Carl, the sheriff is killed by the kidnapper who pretended to be the FBI. Finally Hank murdered the kidnapper for he discovered he was a brother to the pilot of the airplane. After the murder of the kidnapper, Jacob is not able to live with the gilt hence asks Hank to shoot him to death and Hank kills him. 
7. What are Hank and Sarah afraid will happen if Jacob lives?

Both Sarah and Hanks are afraid that if Jacob lives will not be able to keep the secret and he will spread the secret.  
8. How does Sarah justify the murders Hank committed?


Sarah defends her husband from the murders he commits by saying that her husband is much learned and cannot perform such acts of killing.
9. Denial of the truth is another theme in this chapter. Give some examples.  


Both Hank and Jacob were aware of the death of the farmer Dwight but they did not tell the truth. The two covered the story. Lou on the other hand had the whole process of the death of the farmer but he denied the sheriff the truth and used it to ask for his share of the money.   This resulted to his death when he threatened to kill Hank. 
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